Cunard 780712 :

Very rare and wonderful, 1878, Illustrated Cunard Line Trans-Atlantic Steamship Advertising Broadside for the "Royal Mail Steamer" to New York and Boston. This fantastic 1878 Ocean Liner Advertising Broadside measures approx. 11” x 17 1/2” and specifically advertises "Steerage Passage" for Immigrants. It features a wonderful, central view of a Royal Mail Steamer at the top with one stack and 3 masts (similar to the Cunard Line Steamship Abyssinia). The broadside is dated July 12th, 1878 at the lower left hand corner and was printed less than 2 months after the "British & North American Royal Mail Steam Packet Company" was renamed the "Cunard Steamship Company Ltd." Company. It is likely one of the VERY earliest such Broadsides to be found that identify the Company as the Cunard Line. The center of the sheet contains a schedule of departures from Liverpool and Queenstown of the Cunard Line Ships Algeria, Atlas, Batavia, Scythia, Abyssinia, Bothnia, Parthia, and Marathon from July 13 to October 4th, 1878. The lower portion of the Broadside gives detailed information for Steerage Passengers including the cost of passage (£6 6s for adults), Berthing, Outfit ("Passengers will have to provide themselves with a plate, Mug, Knife, Fork, Spoon, and a Water-Can..."), Luggage, and Bill-of-Fare (a detailed listing of the menu in Steerage). It is framed in a thin, modern, wooden frame (overall size is 12" x 18 1/2"). 
    This very rare and very early, illustrated Cunard Line, Trans-Atlantic Steamship Broadside is in very good condition - complete, intact and generally quite clean. There are numerous folds and an area to the right of the illustration that was damaged and appears to have been repaired (with only a tiny spot of paper loss). There is some edge wear and a couple of short edge tears but overall this important Cunard Line Broadside is well preserved and displays nicely. A very rare and historically important, 1878 Illustrated "Cunard Line" Trans-Atlantic Steamship Advertising Broadside and a fantastic addition to any collection!!!
