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CUBA AND THE PENINSULAR & OCCIDENTAL S.S. CO. have been inseparably
linked together in bonds of friendly co-operation for many years. Ever since way back in the
eighties when the first trip was made by the S.S. Mascotte, service has been maintained
regularly between Key West and Port Tampa and Havana by The Peninsular & Occidental

S.S. Co. and its predecessors, and this route definitely established in the public mind as the
shortest, most dependable and most popular route between the United States and Cuba.

Service from both PORT TAMPA and KEY WEST

with ship-side connection with solid through trains from the East,
North and Middle West. No transfers across town—no delays.

DURING THE WINTER TOURIST SEASON

Daily
FROM KEY WEST

Four Times a Week
FROM PORT TAMPA

DURING THE BALANCE OF THE YEAR

Five Times a Week
FROM KEY WEST

Twice a Week
FROM PORT TAMPA

This service is “year round” and is performed by modern,
oil-burning steamers equipped with every known device for
the safety and comfort of passengers.

The instant a visitor walks down the gang-plank and
puts his foot on Cuban soil, he is in a foreign country.
Here, he can roam crooked, narrow, old-world streets and
find quaint lictle restaurants and fascinating shops. He
can sip his after-dinner liqueur or coffee at the sidewalk
cafes along the boulevards. He can live at elegant hotels
—among the world’s best. He can dine and dance at gay
casinos and mingle with a cosmopolitan crowd in the car-

nival atmosphere so dear to the Latin heart. He can visit
the race track at the famous Jockey Club—a rendezvous
of society. He can lose himself in the frivolity of the
mardi gras. He can be a guest at some of the most beauti-
ful and sporty golf courses in the world. He can speed on
paved roads through avenues of palms along the coast of the
sunny Caribbean and across huge checker-boards of planta-
tions—roads that seem to weave the island into a web of
smiling days and romantic nights. And he will say, as the
old mariner, Christopher Columbus, said centuries before,
“It is the most beautiful land human eyes have ever seen.”

ONLY NINETY MILES KEY WEST to HAVANA—SHORTEST SEA ROUTE to CUBA
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THE PENINSULAR & OCCIDENTAL FLEET

S. S. CUBA—Twin screw, oil burner, length 342
feet, width 47 feet, speed 18 knots per hour, pas-
senger capacity 520. Especially designed for service
in tropics, having wide decks, all outside rooms and
spacious saloons. One hundred and thirty-two first-
cabin rooms with 16 parlor rooms containing double
bed and sofa berth, private shower bath, toilet, run-
ning water, electric fans and every convenience for
comfort.

S. S. GOVERNOR COBB—Triple screw, turbine
driven, oil burner, length 289 feet, width 54 feet,
passenger capacity 448. One hundred and sixty

first-cabin rooms, including 11 parlors with double
beds and every modern convenience.

S. S. NORTHLAND—Single screw, oil burner.
Length 328 feet, width 48 feet. Speed 17 knots per
hour. Passenger capacity 675. Two hundred and
thirty-six first-cabin rooms, many de luxe rooms
with large double beds, private toilet facilities, run-
ning water and every convenience.

S. S. MIAMI—Twin screw, oil burner. Length
250 feet, width 40 feet, speed 14 knots per hour.
Passenger capacity 204. Sixty first-cabin rooms,
especially designed for service in semi-tropics.
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Florida East Coast—The Oversea Railroad

Vo EATURES of exceptional interest are
f,T\

the splendid steamers of The Pemnsular & Occi-
dental Steamship Company.

From the mainland of Florida to the Island City
of Key West, a distance of 128 miles, one travels in
a luxurious Pullman train over a railroad unique in
the world, builded from key to key across the Gulf.

With a circling horizon of sea and sky as in mid-ocean,
the train moves over the sea on great viaducts of con-
crete and on long and high steel cantilever bridges
resting on giant pyramids of concrete like Pillars of
Hercules. At times the water’s depth is thirty feet.

This part of the railroad is called the Key West
Extension and has, with less than justice, been
declared the Eighth Wonder of the World, con-
ceived and created by that man of vision, the late
Henry M. Flagler, at a cost of exceeding $20,000,000.




PASSENGERS TRANSFER AT SHIP-SIDE—KEY WEST
This 1,200 ft. Concrete Pier Is Used Jointly by The P.& O.S. S. Co., and the F.E.C.Ry.

Key West, Florida

7 A(EY WEST, the only frost-free city in the

\\§ United States, is situated upon an island

at the extreme southern end of the

'\ Florida Keys where the Atlantic Ocean

and the Gulf of Mexico meet. A city of 17,000 in-

habitants, with every inducement for residence,

Key West compares advantageously with other

Florida cities. Modern schools, electricity, bus

transportation service, gas, ice and other utilities
may all be found there.

The ideal climate of Key West, with its average
winter temperature of 69 degrees, affords contin-
uous outdoor life to those who visit its shores. Its
marine surroundings, kaleidoscopic in its variety of
coloring, its genuinely tropic atmosphere, its superb
bathing and game fishing opportunities are unex-
celled anywhere. With its sponge trading mart, its

turtle-crawls, fishing smacks and quaint old-world
architecture, Key West is, indeed, distinctively
fascinating.

The municipally-owned golf course, located on
Stock Island, when completed, will be an eighteen-
hole course. Nine holes are now in perfect playing
condition. New and up-to-date hotels, boarding
house accommodations are available at reasonable
prices and the traveler who is so fortunate as to
include Key West in his itinerary for a day, a week
or a month will find much to amuse and distract
him. Casa Marina Hotel, the F. E. C. Hotel Com-
pany’s newest and finest hotel, is situated on the
ocean front overlooking the opalescent waters of
the sea.

Key West is the southern terminus to the Oversea
Extension of the Florida East Coast Railway, a
scenic trip over more than thirty tropical islands
where one arrives in Key West to be immediately
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THE CASA MARINA HOTEL AT KEY WEST

transferred to the palatial steamers of The P. & O.
Steamship Company for a delightful sea trip across
the Gulf to the enchanting city of Havana and its
Island Republic.

The famous Oversea Highway connecting Key
West with the mainland, will be opened to motorists
this winter.

Tampa and Port Tampa, Florida

= 27w JROM Port Tampa, Florida, The Penin-
sular & Occidental Steamship Company
operate their line of steamships to
Havana, Cuba, stopping at Key West
en route Terminal facilities here are most com-
plete, being joint with the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad, and passengers and baggage between
trains and ships are handled with the greatest ease
and dispatch.

Tampa is the metropolis of South Florida, and
combines industry with merriment in delightful pro-

portions. The visitor will be interested in some-
thing of Tampa’s commercial importance if told in
brief phrases. Tampa is the home of the Florida
Citrus Exchange, the largest Havana cigar manu-
facturing city in the world, making 501,000,000
cigars annually; is the greatest phosphate shipping
port in the world, is the nearest available port to
the Panama Canal, has municipally-owned water
front and is Florida’s year-around playground.
There is much to see in Tampa. In Ybor City
one gets a glimpse of Cuba and Spain tinted with
enough Americanism to make an atmosphere no-
where duplicated. There is but one Ybor City in
the world, and it is the Spanish or Cuban quarter
of Greater Tampa. There are cafes and restaurants
in charge of caterers who take their hats off to no
one in their line of endeavor. There one may obtain
Spanish dishes of Spanish food, Spanish prepared,
as they can be had nowhere else within the bounds
of the United States. There, too, are the Cuban
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A STREET SCENE IN TAMPA

clubs, giving the cigar-makers and their families the
life they must lead to be content. There is the
blackest coffee ever brewed, there are the best
cigars ever smoked, the most unique theatrical
attractions on American soil.

Miami, Florida

[GIAMI, the wonder city of Florida—the
Magic City, as she calls herself, is in-
“\N deed worth the seeing. There need be
A\ no dull moments in Miami. Few cities
in America, Miami’s size, offer greater variety of
entertainment. Open-air theatres, with only the
canopy of Heaven for covering, present the best
offerings of the screen. Country clubs, hotels,
casinos and night clubs, as unique as they are
popular, make Miami famous for its night life.
People go elsewhere to be serious; they come to
Miami to play. Known the country over as “The

ON THE HILLSBOROUGH RIVER NEAR TAMPA

Nation’s Playground,” Miami’s climate makes it
possible for every amusement, every sport and every
diversion to be indulged in any and every day in
the year. The motorist, the angler, the horse lover,
the golf fan, the tennis player, the swimmer, finds
his El Dorado in Miami.

The late Henry M. Flagler knew that the Gulf
Stream hugged the shore along this part of the
coast, warming it, and he realized that climate such
as offered by the lower East Coast of the Florida
Peninsula would “make it,” regardless of the fer-
tility of the soil and its agricultural possibilities.
The great empire builder, despite the advice of
friends and over the protests of his own engineers,
ordered a railroad built through the then swamps
and jungles of the lower East Coast to Miami, and
later to Key West. The first train arrived in Miami
on April 15, 1896. Since that time Miami has
grown by leaps and bounds and now in the Fall of
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1928 the Greater Miami District has a population
of approximately 200,000 people. The growth of
the city during the past ten years is a national epic.

Perhaps this is due in some measure to the fame

Miami is winning as a health resort, a haven for
those whose bodies need rebuilding and whose tis-
sues need the curative properties of the ultra-
violet rays of the sun.

SKYLINE VIEW OF MODERN MIAMI
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THE HAVANA BOTANICAL GARDENS

Havana, Cuba

VANA, the capital city of the Republic

of Cuba, intermingling an historic and

romantic past with ultra-modern cus-

toms, never fails to thrill the visitor

within her gates. A visit to this enchanted city

leaves one with glowing memories of pleasant and
novel experiences never to be forgotten.

No city on the American side of the world com-

bines the many advantages which go to make up a

perfect winter resort more ideally than does Havana,

Cuba. Underlying the gay care-free boulevard life
pervading the city is a charming suggestion of
subtle antiquity and old-world influence.

To the winter visitor Havana seems to be one
vast pleasure resort. There is the famous Prado,
the boulevard of fashion and wealth, the Malecon,
beautiful ocean drive extending for miles along the
water front. Then there is Central Park, the center
of traffic and the hotel and theatre district, with its
tropical foliage and imposing statuary, where the
Havana Municipal Band, one of the finest in the
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THE PRADO

world, plays of evenings. And there is music at the
Malecon by the Cuban Army Staff Band. There is
not an evening during the winter season when those
favorite haunts of the pleasure-seeker are not filled
with life and laughter.

While the resort features of Havana are naturally
the most outstanding and popular of the city’s
attractions, there are many other things to interest
and delight the visitor. An excursion down any of
the narrow side streets leading off Central Park will
afford an intimate glimpse into the obscured life of

the older quarters of the city. The history hunter
and student of man and conditions finds in Havana
a veritable mine of material to interest his particular
bent.

Horse Racing, Jai-Alai and Other Sports

situated about eight miles from down-
town Havana, at Marianao, and is
#)4 reached by two suburban transporta-
tion lines, the Havana Central Railroad (electric)
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MORRO CASTLE—PASSED BY P. & O. STEAMERS ENTERING HAVANA HARBOR

and Havana Electric Railway; also by automobile
road. It has an excellent one-mile track on which
run horses from the finest stables in the United
States and Cuba, beginning in November and con-
tinuing for ninety days. The races are attended by
the elite of Havana society, and by the notables
who visit Cuba. Betting is permitted by both open
books and pari mutuels.

Jai-Alai (pronounced high-a-ligh), the thrilling
game of Spanish hand-ball, is played at two “fron-
tones” in Havana by specially trained players
brought direct from Spain. The game is played by
four men with such lightning-like rapidity it carries
the onlookers on the crest of a wave of suspense
and thrills that leaves them enervated at the end of
each game from sheer emotion. The excited betting
and cheering of the natives is an added attraction
to the show. Visitors should not fail to attend one
or more of these games while in Havana.

Baseball, which is a popular sport in Cuba, is

played on capacious baseball grounds with excellent
diamonds, where very interesting championships are
participated in by first-class players.

There are many other sports such as polo, tennis,
trap shooting, fishing, yachting, rowing, swimming
and golf, which can be enjoyed the year 'round. The
Concha Beach at the Playa de Marianao is the
popular bathing beach.

The Annual Carnival

The Annual Carnival commencing January 20th
is a most colorful spectacle. It lasts for four weeks,
on every Sunday of which Havana is given over to
the most wholesome spirit of merriment. The car-
nival is directed by a municipal committee under
the presidency of the Mayor. The programme in-
cludes carnival parades and festivities, boat races,
automobile races, flower festivals and many other
new and unique features. The clubs and cabarets
take on an unusual spirit of gayety and the carnival
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JAI-ALAI

season is one round of pleasure for everybody,
including the visiting tourist.

The Casino de la Playa

At the Casino de la Playa, known as the Monte
Carlo of the Western Hemisphere, the elite of
Havana society, as well as visiting notables from
all parts of the world, nightly gather to dine, dance
and woo the Goddess of Chance. Roulette and
every game of chance can be indulged in by those
soinclined. There is a splendid dining room and ball-
room. Music is furnished by an excellent orchestra.

Interesting and Historic Old Forts

)THE old forts and fortifications in the
vicinity of Havana are always interest-
ing. The most important of these is
Morro Castle at the entrance to Havana

2
Harbor, which was begun in 1589 and finished in
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DANCE PAVILION IN TROPICAL GARDENS

1597. Fort Cabafia is only a short distance away
and was built as an adjunct to Morro and formed
an important link in the fortifications of the city.
The oldest of the forts is “La Fuerza,” built in 1544.
This fort for some time was the residence of the
Governor Captain-General of the island. It has
been preserved in its original condition. ‘“La
Punta” is the smallest of the forts and is located on
the Havana side of the harbor at the foot of the
Prado. Other forts are the Torreon de San Lazaro,
built in 1556; the Castillo de Atares, 1765; the
Castillo del Principe, 1794, and the Torreones de la
Boca de la Charrera and Cojima, built in 1646.

The Havana Country Club

The Havana Country Club, by its really sporty
course, which challenges the skill of the player, and
by the picturesqueness of its scenery, inspires the
visitor. The eighteen-hole course is beautifully



A CUBAN AUTO HIGHWAY

situated and artistically laid out. The club house is
up-to-date in every respect and handsomely fur-
nished. It is surrounded by spacious verandas, and
ample accommodations provided for its large mem-
bership and also for the visitor, who is made most
welcome and comfortable.

Biltmore
Yacht and Country Club

ONSORED by the Bowman Biltmore
interests, owners of eighteen hotels and

( B\| country clubs in the United States, the
s _@ Havana Biltmore Yacht and Country
Club, now under construction on a 2,000-acre tract
adjoining Havana, will certainly be the most elabo-
rate institution of its kind in the tropics, if not in the
world. Cost of the property, which includes the
Casino and the race track, approximated $9,000,000
and the Company has already embarked on an im-

CABANAS FORTRESS

provement program on which $6,500,000 will be
expended, without counting the cost of hotels and
private residences that will be built on such portions
of the property as has been set aside for this purpose.

An eighteen-hole golf course designed by Donald
Ross will be ready for play at the beginning of the
coming winter. A half-million-dollar club house is
now being built. Dredging operations are under
way to improve the already fine natural ocean
beach and the Jaimanitas River, which flows through
the property, will be widened and deepened to allow
for anchorage of yachts.

Beautiful Parks

Havana is noted for its many beautiful parks,
decorated with abundant tropical foliage and mag-
nificently landscaped. The tourist should not fail
to visit the following: Tropical Gardens, a most
beautiful park where beer is served by the Tropical
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ORIENTAL PARK RACE TRACK—HAVANA

Brewery free of charge to all, and dancing and other
amusements enjoyed; Botanical Gardens, Country
Club Park, Colon Park, Central Park, Reparto
Mirimar, Japanese Park, Mendoza Park, and others.

Churches

There are a number of ancient churches well
worth seeing, the most notable of which is Co-
lumbus Cathedral, built in 1704, where the bones of
Columbus reposed until taken to Spain in 1898.
Others are San Francisco, Santo Cristo, Espiritu
Santo, Monserrate, Jesus Maria and San Felipe.
There is also the beautiful new Gothic Temple of
the Jesuits called Sagrado Corazon. Among the re-
stored churches are the La Merced, La Caridad and
Santo Angel. Among the Protestant churches are
the Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist and Presbyte-
rian, where services are held in Spanish and English.

What to See in Havana

A condensed list of the principal points of in-
terest in Havana for the tourist is shown below.
These points can be reached by sight-seeing busses,
taxicabs, and a good many of them by street cars

and electric trains:

National Museum

Castillo Atares

Universidad Nacional

Women’s Jai-Alai

San Francisco Mineral Water
Fountains

Triscornia Detention Camps

Artificial Lake

Reina Street Cathedral

Morro Castle

Cabaiias Fortress

Columbus Cathedral

Merced Church

The Prado

Central Park

President’s Palace

Malecon

American Club

Oriental Race Track
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Grand Casino

The Playa or Bathing Beach

Jai-Alai Games

Leading Theatres

Havana Country Club

Maine Monument

Tropical Gardens

Botanical Gardens

Vento Springs

Colon Cemetery

Chinese Theatre

Henry Clay and Bock Cigar
Factory

Mercado Unico

Orphan Asylum

Templete or Columbus Chapel

Vedado

Toledo Sugar Mill
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THE PENINSULAR 8& OCCIDENTAL STEAMSHIP COMPANY

BEACH AS SEEN FROM THE YACHT CLUB—HAVANA

Items of Progress on the Island of Cuba
The Central Highway

Fre) |HE Central Highway of Cuba, now under
active construction in every province of
the island, consists of a modern high-
way extending practically the whole
length of the island from the city of Pinar del Rio
in the east end to the city of Santiago in the west
end, a distance of 705.6 miles. As its name indi-
cates this highway passes almost through the center
of the island, but touching the ports of Havana,
Matanzas and Santiago de Cuba; and the interior
towns and cities of Pinar del Rio, Artemesa, Guana-
jay, Madruga, Santa Clara, Camaguey, Holguin,
Bayamo and Palma Soriano.

The width of the pavement is 20.5 feet. The base
is of Portland cement concrete six inches in thick-
ness and the wearing surface is the Warrenite
bitulithic asphaltic surface two inches in thickness,
thus providing a high-class pavement through the
interior of Cuba.

During the winter season of 1928-1929 it will be
possible to use about 25 miles of this highway on
each side of Havana, thus permitting tourists to
ride in comfort at least 50 miles in the interior of
Cuba. A much greater mileage than the above has
been completed, but much of it will be unavailable
for use to tourists as the finished sections are cut off
from Havana and other cities by sections which are
still under construction. It is expected that the whole
project will be completed about the end of 1930.

The Wonderful Island of Cuba

E Most Beautiful Land that human
eyes have ever seen,” is the statement
credited to Christopher Columbus,
when, on October 28, 1492, he dis-
covered the island of Cuba. This statement by the
distinguished old mariner has stood undisputed for
over 400 years, during which time thousands upon
thousands of others have come to this island to
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GRAN CASINO DE LA PLAYA—HAVANA

marvel at its wonderful beauty. Nature has en-
dowed and enriched this island with all her glories
and filled it with all her treasures.

Cuba’s tropical climate is tempered by the sea
breezes. During the winter months the mercury
seldom drops below 60 degrees, while in summer it
seldom reaches, and never passes 90 degrees. The
average temperature for January is 70.3 degrees and
for July 82.4 degrees. It is always pleasant; even
in the warmest days of summer one can be com-
fortably cool in the shade, and sunstroke is un-
known. The sky is a bright blue, the air clear and
invigorating. The azure of the sky has been em-
bodied in the national flag as typical of Cuba. There
is no sudden shifting of seasons, the trees retain
their foliage throughout the year and the fields
never lose their marvelous verdure. In healthful-
ness Cuba ranks among the first countries of the
world. The absence of flies, mosquitoes and other
insect pests is particularly noticeable to the visitor.

The Cubans are the most courteous and friendly
people on earth. Visitors to their shores are not
looked upon as strangers.

The island of Cuba is approximately 760 miles
long; average width about 60 miles; area 45,881
square miles, a trifle larger than the state of Penn-
sylvania. Cuba has approximately 2,000 miles of
seacoast, indented with many fine deep-water har-
bors and wonderful bays. Most of her harbors are
distinguished for their bottle-neck entrances, vast
areas of water almost entirely surrounded by land.

More merchandise enters and leaves the port of
Havana than any other port in the Western Hemi-
sphere, with the single exception of New York.
Cuba’s foreign commerce has increased over 700
per cent since the beginning of the Republic in 1902.
The vast business done with Uncle Sam is shown
by the fact that 75 per cent of Cuba’s imports come
from the United States, and all but 30 per cent of
her exports go to the United States. Cuba is vastly

(Continued on Page 18)
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